UNJUDICIAL	221
" May it please Your Sacred Majesty,—
" It hath been my greatest grief in all these troubles, to be taken as a person who should endeavour to represent and set things amiss between Your Majesty and Your People, and to give counsels tending to the disquiet of the Three Kingdoms. . . .
" Nay, it is most mightily mistaken; for unto Your Majesty it is well known my poor and humble advices concluded still in this—that Your Majesty and Your People could never be happy, till there was a right understanding betwixt you and them; and that no other means were left to effect and settle this happiness, but by the Counsel and assent of Your Parliament. . . .
" Yet such is my misfortune, that this Truth findeth little credit; yea, the contrary seemeth generally to be believed, and myself reputed as one who endeavoured to make a separation between You and Your People. Under a heavier censure than this I am persuaded no gentleman can suffer. . . .
" This bringeth me in a very great strait; there is before me the ruin of my Children and Family, hitherto untouched, in all the Branches of it, with any foul crime. Here are before me the many ills which may befall Your Sacred Person and the whole Kingdom, should Yourself and Parliament part less satisfied one with the other than is necessary for the preservation both of King and People. Here are before me the two things most valued, most feared by mortal men, Life or Death.
" To say, Sir, that there hath not been a strife in me, were to make me less man than, God knoweth, my infirmities make me. . . .
" But, with much sadness, I am come to a resolution of that which I take to be best becoming me, and to look upon it as that which is most principal in itself ... the Prosperity of Your Sacred Person and the Commonwealth, things infinitely before any private man's interest. And therefore in few words, as I put myself wholly upon the

